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- D Tending to ſearch ont the Truth in this Queſtion: 9 


' Whether it be Lawfull for Church-Governours to Ft 
2 Command and Impoſe indifferent decent things DN 
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C A Brief, Pithy Diſcourſe upon 
1 ( orinthtans 14- 40: | 


of Fifield in 


Let all things be done decently and grew 


in Order. / 
n Orde 4 


& LL {1 conceive ) that-this place, 1 Corinthians 14. 7 | 
40. Let all things be done decently and in order, holdeth' Throvghoue 


A 


idle Vifitation 


Sermon, 
( printed, 


1636, ) upon 


his.very 
EXRT.: 


| forth touching the point of -Decency and Order, which he 


ny be ſummed ap in theſe particulars. 
' Firſt, :That the whole Church and every {Member 


a decent and orderly manner. 


\- Secondly, What the Church and Members thereof ® 


are- to*do in this kind; That the Church-Governours 
may and-ought to'ſee it done. | 
Thirdly , 'That- it being 
nours to ſee that all things in the Congregation be done de- 
cently and orderly; It is therefore their part in eminent 
' meaſure to be able to diſcern and judge what is decent and 
undecent, what is orderly and diforderly. - £G CSM 
Now, when 1 ſay, it is their part, /| mean, ic is their duty; 

| Their place and authority requireth it, not that they al- 
wayes have a power & Spirit,of diſcerning to judge arighe 
in this Caſe z For, it ſeemeth, the High-Prieſt with the 
reſt -of bis Brethren and Prophets, yea and David bimfelf, 


all -of them thought irdecenc to bring back the Ark ofthe - 


A 2 Lord, 


the duty of Church-Gover- © 


es his own 
I 
. es. es the ſole - 
thereof are to perform all rhe duties of Gods worſhip in ryle of Deccn- 


CY, wi chour 


ne word of 
Scripture to 
back theas 


: "4 Brief, Plthy Diſcow { | 
Lord upon a New Cart, which afterward David himſeif 
ſaw and confeſſed its: was not done after due order, 1 Chron. 

Hd. <4 15. 13, From whenceic appeareth ( ſince they, alfo are ſub- 

i-.24 $64. FX to errours in this kind) that it will nor be ſafe for 

12. 1.F/at- them to judge and declare the decency of things by no ber- 

' 76-2 Prey” er a rule than their own wifedom, judgement and plea- 

| PE lure; But even they alſo, as well as the people, mult be 

90-1 tf uided by ſuch rules as the Holy Ghoſt dice: us unto 

Sy P44 > in this Caſe » which aje the holy and infallible * Scrip- 

2 PeterenG (UrES and with Scriprute , Nature and Civil-Cuftomes;: 

_ 29. llay. $.20. Yea and] willingly alio admic. the lawfy!l Cuſtom of the 

Luke 16. 29- Church or Gungregativn in whicti a man liveth ; For to 

judge of decency by all theſe Rules we have warrant in 
' Scripture,is 1 Cor. 14. 33434-1 Cor,il. 14-8 16. 

And indeed, they who are to approve themſelves in all 
their ' proceedings, ( as * Paul did) and as all Churches 
wa Lab. Bu Maſiers otight to'do, to every Mins conſcience jn the fight of 

and Paul com- God, Ought to be {iriout]y guided by theſe patcerns, 
manded-us ro Ir is not fit for them ( | ſay.) togive for the ground 
obey our Sv- ' of their proceedings, their own wiiedome and pleaſure, but 


- & 


pn (6, they it behooves them. to juſttfie their-doings therein from ſuch 

| r6abey the  rules., as every good Conſcience may ſee approveable, 2 
Biſhops in the C0: I. 12. 13. C4. 2. : M9" 

Pogrine of Fourthly and laſtly , this place in hand boſdeth forth 

Chriſt, notin a[fo farther this cruth , that whatſoever thing the Church 

06 An. Teeth by thoſe former rules ta-be indifferent and decent, or 

com -o Mr. Which ChurchsGovernors fhallby. theſe rules declare ſo to 
Mores firſt be, thaſe things may and ought lawfully to he done. 

Hook, p. 286. For. farther clearing whereof, and the better deſcribing 

af the power of Church-Governours in theſe matters ; In 

— may be obſerved,that ofdecent things lawfull:ta be done in 

Gods Gharet, ſaws are; 1- Tudifferent qyd decent anly; As to 

preach'io a Gown or «Cloak, whereofithie angig no more 

neceHary. Or expedient than the ather, But now they are 

& becorhte Laudable Ceremonies, whereas before they were 

* but Qeremanics alone. Now are they became neceſſary 

Rites, godly laſtitutians, ſcemly. Qrdipances, when \; A» 

| x | ore: 
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* fore-/they had no ſuch namer, qrd-be that diſcbeyetb them 
ſhall not only be judged a Schiſmatick., or Felon, but alto. 
condemned as a Traytor againſt the King , as Jobn Bale Bp, -of 
Ofſery writes if his Zmage of both Churches, on Apoce13-f. 108. 


'2, Decent and Expedient ; As to abid: in fingle lite, 'or - 
ro. enter into mariage 3 of which though mariage 
_ in time of perfecution be indifferent, yet fingle life 
is mare Exp:dient, to picvent the troubles of the 
Fleſh, 1 Cer. 7. 26. &c. 


3. Neceſſary and decent, either alwayesz As for a Woman «+ , c,, ,. 
co keep * filence in the Church : Or art leaſt Hic& 34.5, i Tim, 
Nunc, in ſome places and at ſome times, fo as the 2. 11. 12. 
negle& thereof would be uncomely and unexpedi= 

. ent, by light of. 


F. Nature. : 
2. Scripture. 
2 GCufſtome, ; 


As, a* Woman to be unvailed in the Congregation in * 1 cor. 11. 
Eaſtern Countries; fo, to * abſtain from bloud, whilſt the 5,ro 15. 
eating of it was offenfive to the Jewes. * Adts 15, 29+ 

Now , for fuch things as are neceſſary and decent, Chugch» 
Governours have power to give order and commanderyent 
concerning them. As did the Synod at Feruſalem touching 
thoſe things, which they called Neceſſary, to wit, Neceffary 
during the time of the offence of the Jews; which was neceſ- 
ſary ta be avoided, 47515.28,29:1Cor.$0.32.Of:ſuch things 
| an are decent and expedient , Church- Governors alſo have- 
power to declare the Decency and Expediency of them, yea , RE 
*. and to- adviſe and perſwade the praiſe of them; butnot ye =_ _ __ 
to give an Order- or Law to binde the-people thereunto ; 26 ; oh ; 
farther than chemſelves. ſhall find.it expedient and decent cap. 11: 4, 53 
for themſelves. | ; : T3, 14,15 216, 

Thus, in point ofabiding in Single-life, in time of the | 
Churches Diſtrefſe, Ae. gives bis adviſe end judgement: 
boo FE. \ 3, x Cor. 


$ E + | A Brief, Pithy Diſcourſe 


| — 


1 Cor, 7.25, 49. Yea and perſwaded to it, for aveyding 
trouble in the flejb, Verſ, 26. and 28 but would not bind there 
10it, neither in point of Conſcience nor of outward prafiiſe, as ba» 

 ving no commend for it from tbe Lord, V. 25, In which reſpe&: 
he calleth ſuch a commandement ( if he hadgivenit) « 
Snare, V.35- Ls 
And heicin the power of theChurch-Governours falleth 
ſhort of the authoritie of Civill Mzjeſtrates, who may in ci- 

* See Dr Pi matters make binding Laws for eny thirg expedient, for pub- - 

7-98 hisDif. like weale , which ſubjects are readily to ſubmit unto, 1 Pet, 

couiſe, that 2. 13. Tit. 3-1. Rom. 13. 1.2-5« 

Mens Conſti- But-* Church-Governours have-not the like power 1n 

rutions biod matters Eccleſiaftical, to make binding Laws for any thing 

roy was | expedient in the Churches behoofe , unlefſe Necelfity be 

297..t0 5.8 joyned with expediencie. | 
Objetion. Againſt this it may be objeCted, Paxl had power to com- 
mand Phil. mon that which was convenient; Phil, 8, There- 

* fore he might make a Law commanding the Church ſome 

expedient decent things, |, 
Anſwer. it follows not; For firſt, ics one thing to give a Com- 
mandment for once, and that in a particular caſe, as here ; 
.another thing £o-make a' Law. to bind One'alwayes to doe 
the like, | | TH" nh | 
Secondly, ic is one thing to command a particular per- 
ſon,in caſe only of a private wrong, who may owe himſelf 
—-to a Church-Governour, as Philemon did to Pau! : Another 
ting co command, ,yea to give a ſtanding command & bin- - 
ding Law co a whole Church, in Wortbip or Ceremonies, 
* ; Cor.q.r.2, © whom he. projefiech himſelf only a Servant or Miniſter, 
2 Ccr, 1. 14. 2 Cor. 445. over whom he hath 70 autbority, bat only * Srew- 
Loke 12 42. ordly or Economically, to,wit, when he ſpzaks in his Lords or | 
049. Tit. T- Maſters namegnut in his own. As the Steward in a family” 
7-1 Pt: 5:3* hath not power over his Mafters Spouſe,but when he ſpeaks 
Note this. . orſhews his Maſters. command or dice&ions, not his own. 
But, of ſuch things as ere only Indifferent and Decent , I 
do not find in Scripture chat ever Church Governours did 
lawfally adviſe and perſwade them; Mach lefle charge and* 
command them. And that this place in hand, 1 Cor.r 4.40, 


doth 
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Upon 1 Corinthians 14. 40. bY 


dorh not;give them any (fuch power ( though it b2 much 


urged co this end ) may appear from theſe reaſons. 


 Firft,the place ſpeakerth-nor of Indifferent Decent things, 
but ofNeceſſary-Decent thingsonly the negle& wherof was 
undecent,and diſorderly, by the lighe.of Nature, Scripruce 
Cuftom.Ags*for Men to wear long-haic, women to bebare- * ; Cor. 11 
© headed, & brayd their hair, for women to ſpeak in che-Con» to 18 c 14, 2 
©.gregation, as alſo for men to ſpeak many of them at once, © 35: ? Tim, 
Secondly, the words of this place ran not thus, Letall h | vi beact 
decent things be done; Or, let all things judged or declared © *' 
by the Church- Governoure to be decent,be done; but thus, 
Let all things, (to wit,all E:cleliaſtical matcers;As all theOc= 
dinancesof God that are done in the Churchgall the duties 
of Gods worſhip; Whether Paying, Propheſying, Palme, 
Sacraments , or the like ) be dere decently & orderly, in ors. 
derly and decent manner. | 
But whether in that decent manner, which Church Gover= 
nours do appoint, or in ſome other,that the Apoſtle limit» 


tevh not, but only requireth that all be deze decently, which ic 


it bedone( in any decent manner, geftute, warranted. by © - 
Scripture or Nature }-his rule here preſcribed is fally ob- 
ſerved and followed, ES 

3- Thirdly , the ſame may appear - out of this place by. 
this argument,. - | 

If this Texc of the Apoſtle did give power and authority - 
to Church Governours to command. indifferent decent 
chings, then he thatſhould tranfgreſſe the commandement 
of the Church therein , ſhould: alſo tranſgreſſe the com». 
mandement of the Apoſtle: As, look what Order or Aﬀts of 
Juſtice any civil Governour doth by vertae of the Commil- 
tion of the King, He that violateth ſuch Ade,or tranſgreſ- 
ſeth ſuch Orders , tranſyreſſech alfo againſt the Com- 
mandement and Commitſhon of the King. 


Bat, itappeareth-to be otherwiſe in this*caſe, as for in» Sce D.Barnes;. 
Rance, | 4 227 TR mens 
Tf tbe Churcb- Governovurs commend a Miniſter topreach al- = mh —"_Y 


wayes in a Gown ( it being indifferent and decent ſo to do)he Conſcience,p, 
that ſhall now and then preach in a Cloak, tranſgreſſeth 291.to zoos 
| the 
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the command of the Churchz But not of the Apoftle : For 

he that preacheth in a Cloak, preacheth alſo decently, or 
» gee La Cer- Elſe whereto ſerveth Tertullians whole Book, * de Palio. 

da his Com: New, iffo be it b: done decently, then ic is all that the 

mentary rule of the Apoſile requiceth In this point. 

thereon, The like may bs fald of praying,and of receiving the Lord; 

Supper ſlanding, kneeling or fitting, which are «ll three lawfull,tn- 

Mar. 11, 25. different and decent geſtures » —_— —_— Prefi - 

brif} and 

2 Chron.6.13. his Apoſtles uſed when they inſtituted and received the Lords 

Lu. 22 4'- Supper) is a poſture of Yumility and Reverence as wel! as 


__ IE” 


-ARs 3 60.c. Kneeling, alwaies uſed ac Suppers and Feaſts among all Ng- 


+I #$x A s. tions, as Sc. Fuguſt.Enarrativ in Pal. 126,% $38.8 ad Sim- 


2 Sam. 7. 18. plicianum, 1. 2. qu. 4. Gultelmas Stuckins, Antiqu. Convie 
x Chron. 17- .yjaliam, 18.6. 33: 1. 2. c. 34+and Falews in Mat. C.25.p.294, 
-<cth tA 9 < to 299. and in Mar. c, 11, ve 25, proveat large ; Therefore 
+ Mar. 26.7, © confine Chriſtians to pray , or receive the Sacrament only 
20. Mar. 14. kneeling, not ſtanding or fitting , or elſe to cenfure or debar 
x18. Lu 22.14, them from theſe Ordinances , muſt needs be withour the 
27, 30* C-24* verge ofthis Text,and to of Church- Governours JuriſdiAi- 


+I cry: on', and a high enccoachmeac upon their Chriftian Li- 


phila&, Beda, berty. 

Beza, Wa/zus, Bart, becauſe this point is of great confequence both for 
Buxtorfius Church Governours and others to be truly informedin. 
«1rd bay give me leave to clear the ſame from ſome other argumenrgz 
| To wit, That it is not in the power of Church-Governours to com- 
mand things meerly decent and indifferent in the worſhip of God by 
Order of Law.That fo Prelates & Clergy-men may be righe 
well aſſured, God never gave unto them authority to make 
and eſtabliſh fo many Ceremonies and Tradicions which be 
contrary tothe liberty of the Goſpel, and are blocks in 
Chriſten mens wayes, that they can neither know nor ob« 
ſerve the ſame his Goſpel in liberty of Conſcience, nor 
attain a ready way to Heaven; as Fobn Purvzy afficmed in bis 

Articles, Fox As and Monuments, p.7. ti. 712, 
Firſt then, that which exceedsthe bounds of Apnfoli- 
. cal authority and ftraightneth che bounds of Chrittian Lt- 
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berty, is not in the power of any Church- Governour 
to command, B | 
But to command indifferent decent things, by order of 
Law, exceedeth the bounds of Apoſtolical authority , and 
fraightneth the bounds of Chriitian Liberty, Ergo, &c. 
The former of theſe, to wiet, that to command indifferent 
decent things exceedcth the bounds of Apoſtolical authori-- 
' ty, appeaftth from the Commiſſion granted tothe Apoſtles, 
which was the largeſt Commiſſion that ever Chri:t gave ro 
any Church-Governours, * Mat. 28. 20, Where our Savi- . 541;. 4... the 
our giveth them Commilſon, to teach all Nations to obſerve argument of 
| all things whatſoever he bad commanded them, | Joannes de. 
Now, all things whatſoever he hath commanded them Welalia. Abb: 
are Neceſſary, not indifferent for the people to obſerve: If OR - 
therefore the Apoſtles over and above the Commandements ,,, " > "gf 
of Chriſt, which are neceſſary, ſhould teach the people to ro prove: 
obſerve indifferent things alſo , which Chriſt hath not Quod yrzlati 
commanded, they ſhall exceed the bounds of their Com- »® havent 
miſſion, 1 Cor. 12. 23. c. 14+37+1 Cor. 7+ 6. 10, GS: 
Ie will bein vain to objea, chat our Saviour here ſpea- jeges, . 
keth only of matters of DQrine and Faith , not of Go- 
vernment and Ocder :. unlefle it could be proved, that our 
Saviour elſe-where did enlarge this Commiſſion , and gave 
them more unlimiced power in matters of Government z 
Ocder or Indifferency : Which for ought 1 can ſee no man 
goes about'ta do, unles it be from this place of the Corinth, 
which hath been already cleared ( as Fhope) from any 
ſuch meaning. | 
As for the ſecond or latter part of the Afſumption , that 
to command indifferent Decent things ſtraightneth the 
bounds of Chriftjan Libertyzis of it (elf evident. For,where- 
as(for Example,) a ſingle man or woman are at Liberty to mars 
ry where they will, « Csr.7.39, If the Apoſtle had bound them 
from marrlage by any command of his, though they had 
received that Gitt of Continency, yet he had. then firaight= 
ned and deprived them of their Liberty in that particular , 
11. Tims 4+ 3+ 4+ Cel, 2, 20, 21.1 OO 3536337, 393 9540. 
<7 e 
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Anſwer. 


_ It is, wont to be-excepred-agairnift this, that Chriitian 
Libercy ſtarid#y-not im the freedome of outward ARions, 
but only in the fredome of Conſcience. 

As long therefore as there is no DuQArinal neceſſicy pur 
upon the Qunſcience to limic the lawtulneſs of the uſe of 


outward things, Chriftian Liberty is preſerved, though 
_ the uſe and praiſe of outward things be limited. 


Whereto | anſwer 3- 1. That the Apoſtle in*ttis caſe 
ſeaveth che people of God at Liberty, not only in point of 
Conſcience for lawfulneſs tro marry; But even in outward 
*« Aﬀtions and Praftiſe. Let bim do ( faith he ) what bewil, 
& be ſfcanetb not, let bim be marryed,Verſ.3 6.38.As who ſhould 
ſay, the Conſcience being free from fin in ic, I will put no 
ye on the outward praQtiſeto reſtrain it. 

2. That true Chriſtian Liberty, conſfiſteth principally in 
the free Attual uſe cf things lawful and indifferent in themſelves, 
and the Prohibicion ot their free Aﬀyal uſe to.Chriitians is 
expreſ]ly cenſured as Anti-evange/ical, a badge of falſe 4po- 
ſiles, of Apoſtates from the faith, Hypocrices, men of ſeared 
Conſcienc-s , Anti=chriſftian Vſurpers, t Tim. 4-1-3. 4 Now 


_ the Spirit ſpeaketb expreſſy,that in tbe later times ſome ball depart 


from the faith, grving: bee to ſeducing Spbits , and Dogtrines 
of divels; Speaking Lyes in Hypocri{y. baving thcir Conici- 
encrs ſeared with an hot Iron, forbidding to Parry. 
and commanding to abſfain from meats wvicb God bath 
Created. to be received with Thanksgiving : For every 


v9 


Creature of G 01 is pood, and nothing to be refuſed if it bg - 


received with Thansgfving 3 For ir js ſanGified by tbe 
word i of God and: Prayer, Col. 2.20, 21, Wherefore if ye he 


. _ dead wi:b Chrift from the Rudiments of tbe World; why as 


though living in this World are ye Subje& to Ordinances ? ( or 
Canons ) touch not, taſf not, hanvle not ( no nor Gods 
Ordinances, Saccaments,Creatures,bur 1n ſuch Veſtiments, 
Geſturer, Poftures ) which ol! are to periſh with the uſing;wbich 
things bave indeed a ſhew of Ulisdome in will-wozſhip, any 
Puniſbing of the Body, i Cor.4. 5, 6 Pave we not pow- 
er to Cat and to Dzink? Dave we not power ts lead. «- 


bout 
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: Do iS ” 


' £th: For God bath recerved bim. Wyo art thou that fudgeff 


20, Ch. 5.27, 28,29, 41, 42. 1'Theſ. 2. 14,15,16. 3 Fobn 
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Upon 1 Cointhiatis 14. 49. 


TY 


bout a $:Ffer, Wife, as well as other Apoſtles, and as the Bretbren © 
of the Lyrd and Cepbas ? compared with verſ. 19, to 24 Rom; 
14-2,3. For one baieverbibat he may Eat all things, anortber who 
is weak Eatetb Herbs; Let not bim that Eateth Di (pile him 16at- 
Eateth notzand let not him wbich Eareth nor. judge him thatCat- 


another mans Dervant? 7 o his own Mafter be ſtar.deth and fal- 
le to. But why deſt 1bou judge thyBrother(or reicain hi in the ufe 
ot chicgs indifferent or why doſt rhog ſet at nought thy Bro- 
ther? We ſhall all ftand before the Fudgement Seat of Gbriſt? &c. : 
Lei us not therefore judge one another any moze , but judge F 
this rather that no man put a ſtumbling dlack vr an eccaſion 10 fall in | ..J 
bis Brothers way,&c.to-wit,by any reftrainte,Canons,lnhibi= 
tions, Cenſures,in or concerning things or ceremonies that 
are but indiffcrent, and not abſolutely neccfiſary by Gods 
preſcription, or the nature of the things themſelves. There- 
fore to prohibit any Miniſters of the Goſpel who are able 
and*faichtull to preach the Word , or to excommunicate 
or cat them, or any other coniciencicus Chrifiians 
. out of the Church, or debar them trom the Sacrament , 
becauſe they cannct wear a Surplice, kneel at the Lords 
Table or Supper , or conform to every Pu:f:io in the Li- 
turgy or Canons, and to deny them thelt Chriltian Liber 
ty .in the free uſe or forbearing of Ceremoni:s which are 
only decent and indifferent, is dire&tly repugnantto Chri- 
ſtian Libecty, the Goſpel of Chrift, and to AFs 4 18, 19, 


9. 10. Rev. 13.16, 17.1 Cor: 7.8, 9. 25, 26,27, 28, 35z 
36, 37, 359, 39, 40 Gals 5. 13, I 4 | | 
The ſecond realon may be this 3 They whoare nct to Argument 2» 
jJadge or cenſure another in differences-abour circumſtan=- 
tial chings or matters of Indifferency, they (!urely) cannot 
make a bin<ing Law, that all men ſhall b-of one mind or 
of one praiſe in ſuch things. Bur the former iscroe, 
from che rule of che HoJy Ghoſt, binding all'Chriftians , 
even the Apolile as well as others, Rom. 14. 3, Let not him 
that eateth deſpiſe bim _ eateth nor, and let noc him 
2 that 
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A Brief , Pithy Diſcourſe 


Objegion. 
| Anſwer- 


Argument 3+ 
+ See Nicephi, 
Cal. Ecclel. 
Hiſt. 2 I, 2. GC. 


33 34» 35* 
. Socrates Kc- 
cleſ. Hiſt't. 5. 


C, 2I, 22. 


Il. 7 C, 28. 3 5* 
*$cec Afts 21- 
23, 24, 3632 7+ 
Euſebins EC- 
clele Hiſt. l. S. 
Ce 21, £O 25- 
in the Engliſh 
Tranſlation, 


Objections 


Anſwer 1, 


Note this: 


_ practice in ſuch thinge. 


b = 7 doe 


_; 
CU 


Lat eateth not judge him that eateth, for God hath recel- 
ved him. Col. 2.16, &c, Ergo, &c. _ 

But if.it be ſaid here, that this place ſpeaketh only of 
private Chriftians, not of Church: Governours, 

I anſwer ; The place ſpeaketh of Chriſtians private and: 
publick , ſeeing it reſerveth and referreth the judgement of 
our Brethren in ſuch like things, not to publick perſons, 
but only 10 Chriſt, Rom. 14.4. 10. 

The third Argument or reaſon is this : They who did. 
accomodate themſelves in the uſe of indifferent things ac- 
cording to the judgement and praGiſe of all Chriſtians 
whereſoever they caine, they (ſurely) did not make Laws 8& 
bind Chriſtians to accummodate themſelves to their own 
judgement and prattice in the uſe of things Indifferent : But 


the Apotltles of Chritt(and the T Chriſtians too in the primitive 


Churches ) did accommodate themtclves in che uſe of Indif- 
ferent things according to the judgement and practice of all 
Chriſtians wht:reſoever they came 3 as appeareth-from the 
* Apoitl-s Example, x Cor, 9. 10, 21,22, 23, To the Jews 
(faith he) 1 became as a Jew. &c. Ergo, &c. 

But, here it may be objeRed, though the Apoſtles rather 
choſe to ufe their Liberty and their l-nity than their autha- 
ricie it thefe indiff. reac things, whereſoever they came; Yet 
it they had, pleaſed, they might have uſed their Apoſtolical 
authoritie in binding all Churches to cheir judgements and 

Hereunto 1 anſwer , firſt, thae doubtlzfs if they had re- 
ceived any ſuch authority, they would in ſome place or 0» 


ther, and at one time or other have claimed it and praQtiſed 
It:;For, a \word never uſed ru'teth in the {cabbar. 3 And, 


Fruſtra eft petentia que nunquam veni! in aftum. Ic is a true 


Axiom: and pertinent to what we ſpeak of. 

Secondly, I ſay, that the Apoſtle him(elfdoth clear the 
poine, when he conteſlerh he oid thus accommodate himſelf 
even to the weaknefles of Chriftians, leaſt b- ſhould abuſe 
biz autbority in the Guſpely 1 Cor. 9. 18, 19, 20, O char (och 
Governors as plead their tucccfſiun to the- Apoſtles, and 


- 


4 
AAS Noo ES EI IR Gs ETD A bs ARNE > ys 


© NGA ZI," dn OT 


- 
ee Ee ee ES EO CE ITNET, 


- 
- 


—_ - P BS. -—e * , , | , | 
Upon 1 Corinttians, i4. 49+ - 


doe challente in fundrie pafſages of Government Apofta- 
ſtolical authoricie, would be pleaſed to ſtudie and emulite 
-an Apoſtolical Spirit / | | 
Let a fourth Argument be this, That if the Synod of A- 
poſtles, Presbyters and Brethren of Feruſalem did reach 
their authoritie no farther, than to Jay upon the Diſciples 
necks the yoke and burthen of Neceſſary things, and char on- 
©ly during the time while they continued Neceſſary; Then 
** may not any fucceeding Synod reach their authorttie to 
EJay upon the Church Commandements and Canons of 
* indifferent things; For, this Synod art Feruſalem was and 
© ocaght to be the pattern and prefident of all Succeeding 
* Synods; For, Primum in unoquoque genere eft menſura reli- 
QUOYUMM,. | | 
And our Saviour teacheth us to refute aberrations from 
Primitive-patterns with this, . AZath. 19. $.- Non fic fuit ab 
initis, From the beginning it was not ſo : Bur the Synod 
at Jeruſalem reached their authorize no farther than'to lay 
Commandements upon the Diſciples only touching Neceſſary 
things, Afts 15, 28. Neceſlarie (1 ſay) either in themſclyes 
( as abſtaining from Fornicatior3) or at leaſt in reſpe of pre- 
ſent offence, as abſtaining from blood, &c, | | 
. And Tet me conclude this Argument taken from the A- 
poſtle Payl his intercourſe with the Apoſtle Peter, abour a 
matter of this kind : It the Apoſtle Peter was tobe blamed: 
for compelling the Gentiles by his example to obſerye In- 
diff-rent things or Ceremonies of the Jewes ; T hen other 
Chu: ch-Governours 'wili be as much blame worthy for 
cc-mpel/ing Chriſtians by Law and by grievous cenſures, to 
oblerve rhe Ceremqnlies now. in queſtion, though they 
were Indifferent - Bat, the Apoſtle tells us, that Peter was to 


be blamed in this Caſey Galz, 2 17, 14. Ergo, &c. 


-—_ 


Argument 4. 


* See I Cor, © 
7. 5, tO 40. 
Ol. 2. I9, 20, 
20.1 Tim's. 
3, 4 Mar », 9, 
8, 9. Matrh. 
15, 9. Gal. 1, 
IO, 11, 12. 
C, 6, I3, I3. 


Now ,' if-any except thereai ( as ſome are wont to do in ObjeJion. 


this cale) and ay, that Peter was therefore blamed, becauſe 


the Ceremonies to which he compelled the Gentiles were 
not urged as things Indiffcrent, butas Necefſſarie to Juftifi- 
cation and Salvation, 2 


B3 | 1 anſwer, 
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_ A Brief, 
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Pity Diſcourſe _ _ _ 


 Objed- 
| Anſwer: 


Objection. 


Anſwer. 


& were. 


Anſwer: 


+hinielf, nor fo compel otters co chem; But, knowing 
his Liberty. tor him (a Jew) to ute them among the 


. didurge (hem ax'neceſſary. 
| Feruſalem , yea Paul bimſelf uſed them there, Ads 2 1. 23, 243 


and Neceſſity which they put upon them, as much asever 


i 


corrupt opinion of Necefſicy and worſhip. | 


Ld 


; : Tanſfwer, T his is bat a mere evaſion, and will ſtand chem 


the weak Jew there; But at Autiochand all other Chi ches 


in no ſtead ; Por, ics certain, Perer did not account them 
as Nec: flary 3 he knew the'Cnutcary, nor did he 10 uſe them 4d 


yo” > he uſed them oncly when the Jews came down 
rom Feruſalem, out of a tender care to prevent their of- 
fence. - | 

But,. you will urge again, and ſay: The falſe Teachers 
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1 aniwerz Vihic then ?- So did the Chriſtian Tewes at 
26, 27. notwithſtanding rhe corrupt opinion of Worlhip 


did the falſe Teachers in Galatia | 
Why-then'( will you-ſay ). did Paul blame that in Peter, 1 
which he pradtiſed himielt ? | 
He had indeed blamed Pcterfor that which he praQiſed 
himſelt,if he had therefore blamed himfor prattiiing ſuch 
Ceremonies, becauſe they were urged by others with a 
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What was then the difference that made the praftiſe 
of-Pexllawfull in uiing the Ceremonies at Jeruſalem , aad ' | 
the practiſe of Peter unlawtull inufing the ia.ce Ceremo- ; 
nies among the Gentiles at Antioch, - 

1 anſwer; The difference was this : Though that cor- 
rupt opinion of the neceflity of the Ceremonies prevailed 
alike in both places ; yet the Ceremonies themſelves had 
not the like warrant in both places. In Feruſalem they 
were known to have been the Commandements of God, 
and were not yet known to the Chriſtian iewes to have 
been abrogated, and therefore at Feriſalem they had 
warrant from God ro uſethem, to avoid the off:nce of 


of the Gentiles they were (at beſt) bur things Iadifferent, 
as having never been commanded of God there; Whence 
It was, that Petcr ſaw his Liberty to forbear them there at 
his fuſt comming. | | What 
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of the Ceremonies there ?: 
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What was then-the Sin of Peter inreſuming the praiſe. Qvere. - 


His Sin was double. Firſt, the abu'e of his authority Anſwer. 


in the Church, for that unaivares: by his Example bc com- 
pebed the Gentiles to the uſe of ſuch Geremanies, as hum(elt ſaw 
Liberty to forbear amongſt: them.; And which havias / 
never been commanded by God to them, he had no pow=?. 
erto impoſe on them. His other'Sin was, the difſembling- 
or concealing of his Chriſtian Liberty whicb he'ſhould 
then (then) have ſtood upon, when he ſaw the falle teach-- 


4 


ers urge thrſe C-remonies upon the Gentiles as well ar upon the- / 


Fews, to the prejvdice of their Chriſtian Liberty. Me” 

When things that are indiffet ent are commanded to be 
done of neceſhii y ( as now all Popes,and Prelates Ceiemo- 
nies are ) then are not the ſame to be obeyed, becaule the 
ſame deftroyeri our freedom in Chrifd. 

The Sim of all. chis wijl lead us by the hand one ſtep. 
farther, namely; if it bea finin Church-Governours to - 
command {_ eipecially upon ſtri& penalty ) Indifferentde- 
cent things; Ic will beafinalfo in Miniſters, and in pri- 
vate Chriſtians to ſubſcribe Ex animo, and to yield obedt- 
ence by Conformity to fnch.commands, althoughthe- 
Ceremonies were as good (indeed) as they-were pretends 


ed (which *] believe they are not) Indifferent-Decent- *This was the - ©. | 


Things. For, doth not ſuch voluntarily Subſcription and fedgrmenc _ : 
Conforming to them build up our Church-Governours, ; - l_ or of : 


yea- and, with them (that which is moſt to be taken to 
heart of us, our Soveraigncivil Governours alſo inthe 
confidence) that. ſuch Commandements are as well law- 
filly given by them, as received and obeyed, yea confirm- 
ed and allowed by us 7 
Now. to build up or edifie a Brother to fin, is proper-- 
ly to offend a Brother ; For the proper definition-of arr 
offence is, that which edifieth a Brother unto Six, as the ori». 
ginal word expreſferh it, 1 Cor. 8. 10. and fo to fin againſt: 
a Brother, 1s to wound his Conſcience; Yea, and as much as 
in us lyetb, to cauſe him-to periſh for whom Chriſt dieds . 
Which is no better then Spiritual Murther of his Soul. 
p Now, 3 
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"Nom, if ons to. \ edific any iBrocke) to th be is heynons 
an offence, how- mych more heynous an vffence is it, to. 
= edifie our Governours-to the giving and ur ing of ſuch . 
Commandementsy yez and to the ſharp Cenluring of all 
others, a3 refrafory and faftious perſons, who choole ra- 
_ therito; undergo the lofſe of the greateſt Comforts they 
enjay 8 "this "World, then to wound the Cont ciences 
either of themſelves or of their Governours. 

Ic.is true, by forbearing; obedience to thoſe Com- 
mandements ve offend. the Spirits of our Governoftrs, . 
ap makethem to,be. Grtioug h cauſeleſly Y offended with 
ns; But by yielding beliers to theſe things we ſhould- 
offend their Conſciences in edifying them to Fr in, and pro- 
voke the Lord to be offended with'them. Better they he 
offended with us, without fault, then chirough our fault 
.-God to be oftended:with them and us. 

Ic-15 not for” Chriſtians; ;  Muchlefle for Miniffers, to re- 
deem outward peace and Liber & at ſo dear a price as the 
hazzard'of the blood of fo many pretious Souls, e! pecially 
of pur-Governotrs 1h higheſt place and Aithority. This 
was the Authors :Judgement, with whom"our Martyr 


Mr. Fil, Tyndall concurs, in his Anſwer ro Mr,Moores fuſt 


book , p. 285,286:Qur Prelates oughc co be our Servants, 


as.the Apv les-Were; to ceach' us "hrifts Dofrinegand not. 
toLord over 11s with their own,Peter called It: tempting of. 
the HolyiGhoſt, 4#s 15. to ladethe Heathen with ought. 


bur chat which neceſſity and'brocherly love requireth , 


and Paul rebuki ng the Corinthians and Galatians for their. 
over much obedience, warneth all mer toftand faſt, and _ 


not co luffer themſelves to be brought into bondage. 
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Wt + refratory and fafious perſons, who' choole 

X Unc gta loffe of che greateſt: Comforts 5 they 

Ws this -World,-chen to'wound che: Conlciences 

3 ambſes ovrof their Governors. 
22 1t; is: -frue, by forbearing;:obe refice to thofe Com-' 
-mande CS: we oflenth. E if ene of our Governonrs,. 


6% - 95 But by yioſfing'obedience;$o) we | ſhould: 
==__- - . ollend their Conlciences in on Veoh and. Pro» 
+ =... voketheLordto be offended WA og tter. they he 
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